
Board of Education Office  

50 Sheffield Street  

Old Saybrook, CT  06475 

(860) 395-3157 

 

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met remotely in a Regular Session on Tuesday, November 10, 2020, at the Board of 

Education Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 

 

Board Members Others  

Tara Barros Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools   

Cindy Sultini Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance 

Karina Julius  

George Chang  

Karen Brodeur 

Eileen Baker  

Jim Henderson  

Alan Hyla  

      

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chairman Barros called the meeting to order at 7:05PM.  

 

Chairman Barros asked for a motion to add an item to the agenda related to COVID-

19 and our schools. The proposed topic will take place after the discussion related to 

snow days.  

 

Barros/Baker 

 

“Move to add an item to the agenda related to COVID-19 and the District” 

 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Student Representative Report 

 

First Positive COVID Case 

The high school faced the first positive case. Students who were exposed have been 

in quarantine, starting on October 29th through November 8th, returning to school on 

November 9th. 

 

Sports Update 

Field hockey is currently 6-2-1. Field hockey has one more game left, then proceeds 

to the Shoreline tournament. Football was playing in the passing league due to 

COVID but because Westbrook schools are closed, they are all done for the season. 

Cross country had their Shoreline meet on Thursday the 5th. The way this was done 

was two teams raced against each other and then the times are going to be merged 

together to determine the winners. This takes some time, so the results are still 

unknown. Girls soccer is 3-5-2. They will start the postseason on Monday. There are 

no state tournaments this year to try to keep the same schools consistently playing 



 

each other and prevent the spread. This goes for all fall sports. Boys soccer is 7-2. 

Unfortunately, because the boys team was exposed through another school, they are 

currently in quarantine and will be returning on Wednesday, November 11th. They 

are most likely done for the season, next week is the start of the postseason and as of 

now they are unable to participate. Sports continued during the distance days.  

 

SAT’s 

Although the school went virtual that day to figure out contact tracing, the SAT’s 

were still available for seniors. This was any senior who was not in contact with the 

positive case. This day was a distance day for all other students, seniors who were not 

taking the SAT and freshman sophomore and juniors.  

 

The End of Quarter 1 

The quarter closed on October 30th.  

 

First Edition of the Rambler 

The Rambler school newspaper is in the process of publishing their first issue of the 

year. After a few COVID-related delays, the newspaper staff was able to get started 

with writing and editing their first edition, which should be released on the week of 

November 16. 

 

Distance Learning Thursday (11/5) & Friday (11/6) 

Due to a staffing shortage, the high school went virtual Thursday and Friday. It was 

emphasized to students that this was not due to an increase in cases. 

 

The War of the Worlds Show 

The high school radio play The War of the Worlds: The Panic Broadcast will be aired 

live on the nights of November 20 and 21 at 7 PM. The show will be performed live 

over Zoom, and tickets will be purchased per device. The actors will be seen, but the 

emphasis will be placed on the voice acting and not the visuals. Tickets can be 

purchased online.  

 

Spirit Week 

The high school had spirit week, which was a success. Usually there is a better 

turnout in participation, but because there was no “real” prize students did not find as 

much purpose in celebrating the week. Hopefully, there will be a chance for students 

to engage in a more conventional field day and week later on in the year.  

 

Correspondence 

 

There was no correspondence presented to the Board of Education.  



 

 

III. MEETING MINUTES 

 

Baker/Sultini 

 

“Move to approve the October 27, 2020, regular meeting minutes, as presented”  

 

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-1) 

 

Vice Chairman Hyla abstained.  

 

IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

 

Food Services Presentation 

 

At their regular meeting on November 10, 2020, Superintendent Perruccio and 

Director Pendleton reviewed the Old Saybrook Food Services program, including the 

history of the program, summer meal service, and revenue and expenses from the 

2019-2020 academic year. Director Pendleton also discussed the 2020-2021 program 

and the impact that COVID-19 has had on the program’s operations and financials, 

including how the newly developed pre-ordering system has affected participation 

rates.  

For the full presentation, please use the following link: Food Services Presentation 

2020-21 Budget Preparation 

 

The budget process is underway in the buildings and all departments. Requests have 

been submitted to the Central Office, which completes the first phase of the process.  

The next phase will be meeting with all the administrators to review the requests 

submitted by the Instructional Leadership team and administration.   

 

After this process has been completed, the Superintendent will review the budget 

requests and staffing needs to develop a budget that will be presented to the Board of 

Finance on November 17, 2020, and the Budget and Fiscal Committee and the Board 

of Education on November 24, 2020, for consideration.   

 

The Superintendent elaborated on the presentation that would likely be given to the 

Board of Finance.  

 

OSGS Residency Request 

 

Board of Education Policy “Series 9000 Board Member Roles” states that the Board 

shall consider any specific recommendations made by the Superintendent of Schools. 

Additionally, our practice has been to allow the Board of Education to decide student 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yPWdlOXltLH2FF9NchUz3X8GwhZv5YXC/view?usp=sharing


 

residency issues.  It  has  been our procedure in the past to allow students who are in 

the process of moving into a new District to remain at Old Saybrook for a period of 

time to allow the student to transition smoothly into a new school. There is a family 

who is requesting that the Board allow their son to remain enrolled at Kathleen E. 

Goodwin School through the end of the calendar year while the family moves to 

Deep River. The Superintendent recommended that the student be allowed to remain 

enrolled in the school system during this period. This recommendation is contingent 

on the student maintaining himself in good standing. Failure to do so could result in 

the rescinding of permission to attend school in Old Saybrook. The family of the 

student must also provide their own transportation to and from school. 

 

Principal Sutman supports the petition to have the student remain enrolled in 

Kathleen E. Goodwin School for the remainder of the calendar year while the family 

resides out of town. 

 

Henderson/Hyla 

 

“Move to approve the Kathleen E. Goodwin residency request, as presented” 

 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 

District Committee List 

 

It is District practice to email committee minutes to all staff members and Board of 

Education members during the academic year in an effort to keep all Old Saybrook 

Public Schools employees informed about the work being done throughout the 

District. As part of this initiative, the District Leadership Team maintains and shares a 

list of District committees and their respective members with the Board. On Tuesday, 

November 10, 2020, the Superintendent of Schools provided the Board with the 

2020-2021 District Committee list.  

 

Letter of Disclosure 

 

The Board received a memo from employee Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, 

Facilities and Finance, indicating that there is a vendor for whom the district does 

business that employs a member of her family. Her letter of disclosure, dated 

November 10, 2020, indicates that the member of her family continues to be 

employed in the equivalent capacity by the same vendor who does business with the 

school district. The Town Code of Ethics and the Old Saybrook Town Charter, as 

well as past consultations with the District’s attorney, determined this letter of 

notification meets disclosure requirements and that no further action is required.   

 

Snow Days and School 

 

The Connecticut State Board of Education voted to allow flexibilities for schools to 

hold remote learning days when schools have to be closed for inclement weather. The 



 

approved flexibilities are only available this year. At the meeting on November 10, 

2020, the Superintendent discussed this possibility with the Board of Education. 

 

The Superintendent reviewed the student and staff parameters of having a school day 

during an inclement weather event, including staffing requirements, preparation time 

for staff, the type of instruction delivered to students, and communication of the 

schedule for each school.  

 

COVID-19 Update 

 

Superintendent Perruccio informed the Board of Education that Old Saybrook Public 

Schools has had a total of 6 positive cases since the beginning of the academic year 

with a 7th presumptive positive case. There is no evidence of spread inside any of the 

schools. With the recent uptick in cases across the state, the Board took part in a 

discussion regarding how the District could proceed going into the holiday season.  

 

Superintendent Perruccio described several of the meetings she participates in on a 

weekly basis regarding the most recent local, regional, and state COVID-19 data. 

That data is used to make the best medical decision for the District, while also doing 

everything possible to keep an adequate staff level in place. The Department of Public 

Health and the Governor’s offie have expressed a strong belief that schools should 

remain open as long as it is safe to do so, and that schools should refrain from 

declaring that schools will preemptively close during the holidays.  

 

Superintendent Perruccio reviewed the various charts and data used to make decisions 

at the municipal level and the school level. In addition, each level was accompanied 

with specific guidance for relevant stakeholders.  

 

The Board largely vocalized a desire to stay open for as long as it is safe to do so.  

 

V. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Baker/Brodeur 

 

“Move to enter into Executive Session at 8:59 PM for the purpose of discussing a 

transportation contract memorandum of understanding”  

 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 

Superintendent Perruccio and Director Pendleton were invited into the 

Executive Session.  

 

VI. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  

 

The Board returned to open session at 9:32 PM.  

 

Baker/Sultini 



 

 

“Move to allow Chairman Barros to sign the Transportation Memorandum of 

Understanding with any necessary clerical changes” 

 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 

VII. REMINDERS 

 

● Board of Education/Board of Finance Meeting - November 17 - 6:00PM 

● Budget and Fiscal Committee Meeting - November 24 - 6:00PM 

● Board of Education Regular Meeting – November 24 – 7:00PM 

● Budget and Fiscal Committee Meeting - December 8 - 6:00PM 

● Board of Education Regular Meeting - December 8 - 7:00PM 

● All Events and Meetings May be Cancelled or Conducted Remotely 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Baker/Sultini 

 

“Move to adjourn at 9:34PM” 

 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 

 

 

  

Karen Brodeur, Secretary 

Old Saybrook Board of Education 

 

Minutes recorded and typed by: 

Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant 

*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting  


	Board Members Others

